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Thirty nine medical students, Vizagapatam recently dismissed for
wearing khadi caps offer their respectful pranams1 on eve this eventful
Congress Committee session which must decide question of swaraj by
December. Response Mother's call resolved suspend education during
period struggle join national service. Therefore organized ourselves into
Sevasamiti Ramadandu carrying swadeshi propaganda to very doors.
Been so far self-reliant for funds. Assure you Congress Committee our
loyalty our humble services in swaraj cause. Prepared share hardships
future struggle. Awaiting your instructions and help through our Presi-
dent Sundarrao or Barrister Prakasham.
I commend this wire to the attention of every student. These
young men have shown themselves self-respecting by wearing
khadi caps and bravely suffering for the sake of self-respect, and
patriotic by devoting their time to national service.2 This country
is suffering from the chronic disease of slavery. Those who spend
themselves in finding and applying the true remedy for that disease
become true surgeons and physicians, and when that universal
disease is cured, most of the other diseases will disappear without
further application, and the country will be better prepared to
train medical men and women in order to treat the rest.
FEUDATORY STATES
The All-India Congress Committee having defined the Con-
gress policy regarding foreign states, the demand was naturally
made to define its policy towards our own states. The broad outlines
of Congress policy were formulated by the Congress at the Nagpur
session, namely of non-intervention in the internal affairs of these
states. The states themselves could not wish for anything better or
more unequivocal. And the All-India Congress Committee can
only define the policy within the four corners of that resolution.
Strictly in accord with that resolution, Congress workers have re-
frained from taking the message of non-co-operation to the states,
except its permanent, purifying or economic parts which would
hold good even without non-co-operation. These are the drink
evil, swadeshi, Hindu-Muslim unity, non-violence and untouch-
ability. The Congress can have nothing but goodwill towards
these states, so long as their subjects are well treated. And even
when they are ill-treated, the Congress cannot and will not exer-
cise any pressure or force save that of public opinion. And there-
fore nationalist organs do not hesitate to discuss, when necessary,
1 Salutations
2 Vide also "Notes", 24-11-1921, under sub-title   "More About Medical
Students".